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The Giant Pyramids:
Their Rise and Fall

The march to near pyremsd
perfection began with the
Bent Pyramid of Sweferw
of Dalshyr (delos).

(Belos) The giawt pyramid
appeared suddeniy in the 3rd.
dymasty reign of Dyoser, who
bl the first pyramid and
meortuary complex in stowe,
sokich he seerrounded by an
enclosiere wall move than
1,600 m (5,250 1) lowg.
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Sneferu (2575-2551 #) also
it the Nevth (or Red)
Pyrawid af Dakshur (aboee),
@ trive pyramid with & slope of
43, and the pyramid at
Meidum, whach e gaee the
Jorm of a brwe prrrowd with
a slope of 52",

Egyptologists trace the ultimate origins of even the
grandest pyramids back to the modest pit graves of
the predynastic period, which were covered by sim
ple mounds of sand and gravel. A little kater, on the
threshold of the 15t dynasty {c. 2900 1), the graves
of the rulers and elite consisted of neat mudbrick
boxes, sunk in the desert and divided, like a house,
into several chambers. The tombs of the pharaohs
of the first two dynasties followed this pattern, but
with greater complexity. Situated far out in the

{Above) Khsfie's Great
Pyramud af Giza seas the
Sarges! ever bull, covening
5.3 ha (13 1 acres) and rising
146 m (479 /1) at a slope of
arownd 52°.

desert pear the high cliffs at Abydos, each would
have been marked by a pair of large stelae and cov-
ered by a mound. These royal pit and mound
graves, together with imitation palaces in the form
of open rectangular courts defined by mudbrick
walls down in the valley, are the architectural
antecedents of the pyramids. While some are cer-
tainly monumental in size, they do not approach
the scale that emerges suddenly in the 3rd-dynasty
reign of Djoser (2630-2611 o).

The Step Pyramid of Djoser heralded the classic
pyramid age, the 4th to 6th dynasties, also known
as the Ol Kingdom. During these centuries the
Egyptians built pyramids for their god-kings in a
72km (45mile) span of desert, between Abu
Roash, northwest of Giza, to Meidum in the south,
near the entrance to the Fayum. Excluding the
pyramids of Djedefre at Abu Roash and Sneferu at
Meidum as outliers, the 21 other major Old King-
dom pyramids stand like sentinels in a 20-km (12-

g7y F

97F KvIFIvF

AxZ7zNVE K () oI Iy F

AF7zIVE BHEFIVF
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The Shape
of Pyramid
History

Progies of lise major
Prvamids, drases to the
same scole, from the
cartiest sepped mosnd of
the 15t dywasty, through
e stepped pyromids of
the 3rd dymasty and the
massive Jtk-dymasty
pyramids, to the muck
smadler monwments of
dater Fgypianst history:
Accovding lo one
chromlogy only 60 years
Dassed detsceen the
completion of the Step
Pyramid of Dyoser and
thse beganming of the Great
Pyramid of Kiwfae If s0,
sommeonse could haee been
@ small ohild schen
Dyoser’s pyramed was
new, and Koed to see, in
old age, the baslding of
the Great Pyvamid, when
Exyptian masoury rose fo
@ peak of excelence”. The
pant prrrawsds represent
an accclerated cultwral
dezclopment, comparable
10 over modern space
programme or compiker
resolution
After the end of the
Stk dynasty, pyvarsd
entrances are mo longer
consistendy on the north,
and the pasiages and
chambers folloe cirowitons
rowles, so thet the profies
do not show the interiors.
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